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“Muminy. They're staring at me. Tell them to look
away . . . I don’t want them to stare at me!”

These heartbreaking words from a young girl to her mother
some 6 years ago, began a long and frightening journey for
both herself and her parents Abdul and Yousra.

Such overwhelming courage and determination forms part
of the ongoing story to

9][ eet Mariam Mezher. She suffers from a rare craniofacial condition called Treacher Collins Syndrome. Her facial
features are under-developed which makes it dificult for Madam to breathe, to hear, speak and eat. It isn't hereditary in
her family, so there was no waming for Mariam's mum Yousra before the birth

“‘When [ first saw her” Yousra recalls, *f don't think there
are any words to describe what it felt like. There were a
fot of mixed emotions. Added fo the joy of brnging a
child into the world came the sadness of realizing the
struggies she would have to go through dunng her life.”

When Mariam was just 4 years old, she wore this
Mandibula Distractor for 4 months. Ewven though it
looks like a form or torture, this device was a life-
saver. [t forced her jaw out 28mm, which became an
essential part in helping her to be able to breathe
and speak easier. Mardam devotes her life in helping
care for Mariam. The family lives in Sydney, so much
time is spent at the Craniofacial Unit in Adelaide which
is only one of a few in the world. Many amazing
miraculous transformations take place here.

(Continued on page 3}
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