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Those of our regular supporters and
business sponsors will not need to be
reminded that the end of the financial
year is at hand, and that this newsletter
is our pre-tax issue.

Like other charities, we must face the
reality in the current economic downturn
that donations to needy causes are
suffering. Several leading charitable
groups are recording a 15-20% reduction
in giving compared to one year ago.

Though we need to make adjustments,
and have done so, we are grateful to the
many who have been faithful in their
commitment to financially supporting our
ongoing needs.

Those of you who remember us at
this time will appreciate that we send
out tax deductible receipts the same
day your donations are received.

On behalf of the many patients who are
aided back to a quality of life which is not
possible without the medical teams and
necessary surgical equipment upgrades,
we wholeheartedly thank you.

Good News Story f_ -

Meet Teresita Abcede from a small
vilage in the Philippines, 300 km
from Manila. Teresita was horn with
an extremely rare condiion called
Meningo-Encephalocele, a potentially
fatal deformity where part of her brain
“dpratruded through the front of her
skull. Some of these children do not
survive without early surgery. Infec-
tion from the air or nose can get info
- the brain causing early death.
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“%’ 4lmhen Teresita was 9, the Glenely
{SA) APEX Club offered to sponsor

b
her desperate need. Funds in excess
of $4,000 were raised and after endless hassles with documents and passports, she arrived at
the Australian Craniofacial Unit and underwent 3 major operations. However, complications of a
hroken arm and a serious sinus infection, necessitated her return to Adelaide for further surgery.
Through the generosity of her sponsors, Teresita and her mother visited supporters at Christmas.

The good news is that now, Teresita is a perfeclly healthy youndg lady and lives a normal life with
her family. This could have been the end of the story, but through the continued support of
APEX Life Member Tony Schar with his wife Ida, Teresita has heen educated; and her family has
also been financed by this couple {with their 5 children and 7 grandchildren) to enable them to
commence a small market garden operation. They are now self-supportive with a regular income!

Since returning to her home in Luchan, Quezon Province, Teresita continues to be in good
health, but without the generosity and support of both the AP EX Club plus Tony and Ida Schar's
continuing commitment to support the family, and the miracle-working team under Professor
David at Adelaide’s Craniofacial Unit, a tragic end would have resulted for this young life.

This is just another story of many thousands who have benefited from a spirit of compassion and
commitment 1o help those who, through no fault of their own, were horn with a potentially fatal
condition. Thanks to Tony and Ida for the vital part they played in making this a happy ending.
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Set in the dazzling showrooms at Adelaide Motors-BMWY, over 100 people were present at a
Cocktail Function on Thursday evening, April 30th. Guests heard the latest developments from Mr
Mark Moore AM from the Craniofacial Unit. Many joined in the fervent bidding for major and silent
Auctions, as well as view the great range of luxury wehicles on display. Anne-Marie Makris also
shared her journey as one of the Unit's many success stories. Without the whole-hearted support
of Gabrielle Byfield and the wonderful team at Adelaide Motors - BMW, together with the use of
their showrooms, this evening would not have heen such a wonderful success. Our thanks to all.

We are extremely grateful
to these matty generous
corporate businesses
and individuals who
are Proud Partners
with us in our
many fund-raising
strategies
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