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“It's not going to change my life!”

As we speak to numerous The driver, Damian DeWit, who was returning to his parent’s
Community Groups on home after filling his car with petrol has little recollection of
aspects of Craniofacial the shattering of his windscreen. The wiping away of half his
Australia, mention is skull and the numerous reconstructive operations and years

made of the young lad of recuperation have left scars.
who received  horrific

injuries  from a rock
thrown at his windscreen
from a passing car in 2005.
They all nod knowingly as
we screen his interview.

Renowned Surgeon Professor David David was heavily
involved in Damian’s surgical and counselling needs, which
continues to this day. It has been a miraculous recovery
which has included his re-instatement as an Administration
Officer with the State Government and marriage to Kelly in
i April 2020. Damian has retold his experience at many of our
Damian and Kelly DeWit Damian‘'s story and his events which has been an inspiration to us all.

ongoing progress towards
recovery has consistently featured in the South Australian
media. People still recall the horrific premeditated act of a
deranged man who was found mentally incompetent and Continued on Page 2
sentenced to 18 years of supervised care.

Maintaining a positive attitude has had a lot to do in turning
this seeming disaster into a good news story.

Tips to make lives happier

About five years ago, a young man made a brave decision with the hope to set
him and his family on the path to financial security. There were no guarantees
that in the highly competitive world of dispensing coffee that this would ever
happen. Soon the door was open to FLAVA, and an ever-increasing number of
people came to savour the food and coffee, but especially to say Hello to Joe.
Perhaps that was the key!

Everyone now knows Joe by name and they certainly know Jodi who shares
the duties as 'Barista Extraordinaire’- usually found smilingly dispensing the
best coffee and food around! FLAVA Lunchbar on Richmond is satisfying their
many customers.

And what does all this have to do with a Charity Newsletter? Quite a lot. From
Day One the management and staff made a decision; there would be no Tips
Jar on the counter, but all gratuities would end up in the box labelled
CRANIOFACIAL AUSTRALIA!  Every cent would be donated towards our cause.

Throughout its five years of successful operation, Joe with his family plus Jodi and the help of generous
patrons, have so far donated $832 to us! It's faces and places like this that keep our charities alive in a

hugely competitive world. Our special thanks to FLAVA Lunchbar on Richmond
200 Riclumond Road, Marleston in South Australia
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himself fortunate to be alive. "Sometimes | find myself
walking along a street with my head bowed down. At times
like these | remind myself to hold my head high: Be proud
and stand tail. You're afive!

(continued from page 1)

Six years have passed. When
Damian is asked about his
feelings towards the man who
caused such trauma, Damian
simply says: " have no malice
toward him because it's not
gl going to change my life!
| Y There are two sides to every

e : 4 coin: I've got my problems and

he's got his. Unfortunately mine were caused by his!”

The brutal attack was just one of many perpetrated by a
now 41 year old man who was sentenced in the District
Court. He was found not guilty of six counts of creating a
risk of grievous bodily harm by reasons of mental incompe-
tence. He was ordered to spend 18 years under mental
health supervision and was also banned from driving.
Damian comments: "I wish he could find a happy and
healthy recovery for his life.
| just have to get on with mine.

In more recent operations, Surgeon's grafted part of

Damian’s rib and hip bone to help replace a titanium plate
that was inserted into his head in 2007. Since the incident,
he has endured over 15 operations together with numerous
‘nip and tuck’ procedures.

I'm not looking for revenge.”

In consistency with his code to
live a fulfilling life, Damian and
Kelly were blessed with the

arrival of their first child

The outcome has left him with post traumatic epilepsy and
Brayden earlier this year.

problems with his memory, yet overall Damian considers

[ Damian’s moving interview can be seen af our website: craniofacial.com.au ]

Don’t be a Quitter - Move to Twitter A Fair to Remember
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In keeping with current trends in

communication,  Craniofacial
— Australia can now be seen on

TWITTER. If you want to keep
in touch with happenings and news on events
both past and coming, please follow our journey at Cranio-
FacialFDN.

If you are a stranger to TWITTER, it's a convenient way to
follow up-to-date details about an organisation without the
need to become a ‘friend." Simply search TWITTER on the
internet and sign up for a free account. Choose a User name
and search for ‘CranioFacialFDN’ and you are on your way!
If you want to go further and add a comment we'd be
pleased to hear from you.

For almost 30 years the Country Fair at MEADOWS (SA) has
showcased the Spirit of the Adelaide Hills region during late
October, specifically highlighting local tourism, food, wine
and produce, wildlife conservation and education.

More information is available at the TWITTER website, so
we look forward to you becoming more involved with what
we do and how we do it. We wish you good Tweeting!

This year, the 2011 committee chose Craniofacial Australia as their charity of choice, and §
we were pleased to have our Field Representative, Rex Symons, at the event. Not only did 7
Rex promote the work of the Craniofacial Unit but had the help of patient Amelia Digance §
who is always willing to share her story.

The day has something for everyone: Races such as the egg and spoon, wheelbarrow and 3
-legged; more enthusiastic participation for the strong willed with Hay Stacking, Bale Roll
and Tug-of-War; plus novelty events such as egg throwing and the renowned ‘Udder Tug’
where the skill of milking a cow comes into play. Our Rex took part in this one (being a
past-master of the art), but narrowly missed the win by other commercial dairy farmer
professionals. A total of $1245 was raised for Craniofacial Australia on the day.

Amelia Dlgance with Rex Symons, ’
and Rex's UdderTug” cow- ||

Perpetual

Funded by the Margaret Dawbarn
Foundation and Annemarie and Aruro
Gandioli Fumagalli Foundation,
managed by Perpetual
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Nothing but the wine.



Saethre-Chotzen syndrome is a genetic
condition formed by the premature
fusion of certain skull bones. This early
fusion (craniosynostosis) prevents the
®  skull from growing normally and affects
-7 the shape of the head and face.

- Most people with this deformity have

" prematurely fused skull bones along the
coronal suture, the growth line that goes over the head from
ear to ear. Other parts of the skull may be malformed as well.

This was the outcome for Michelle Goble who, in a succession
of serious genetic progressions through several generations
was born with this condition. Her father and grandfather
suffered from this disorder.

Michelle is the eldest of 3 children and was born without signs
of the syndrome. Michelle’s brother was born with the syn-
drome which was misdiagnosed as Crouzon, as in those days
not a lot was known about such syndromes.

Michelle's youngest brother was born without the syndrome,
but at the age of 5, Michelle started to get headaches which
led her mother to believe Michelle also had the syndrome.

Michelle had pressure on her brain and had surgery to release

the pressure in Newcastle, NSW. Michelle’s brother contin-
ved to have ongoing surgery in Sydney until one day Mi-
chelle's mother was speaking to a genetic specialist who was
visiting from Canada. He questioned her as to why she had
not taken her children to Adelaide to see Professor David
David. At this point, arrangements were made to have
Michelle and her brother seen by the team at the Adelaide
Craniofacial Unit where Michelle and her brother went on to
have several surgeries.

Michelle’s long road to recovery

At the age of 5 she had the right side of her skull lifted
and at age 10 a front orbital advancement. This eased
the pressure on her brain, which was so bad it had
imprinted onto the inside of her skull! It was amazing
that she had not totally lost her eyesight as a result of
the added distortion.

Despite treatment, Michelle’s appearance at school
brought out the worst in students and made life very
unpleasant for her as she endured hurtful comments,
bullying, punching and spitting. But her attitude won
through. Although Michelle wasn‘t able to play contact
sports, she has proved herself at being very active in a
‘contact’ job: as a member of Sydney’s Police Force.

Now married to Chris with 2 children, their youngest son
Charlie was also born with Saethre-Chotzen syndrome
which now spans 4 generations in Michelle's family.

Through it all, Michelle's mother has been a tower of
motivation and strength in seeking treatment; not only
for her children but now for Michelle's son Charlie. There
was no hesitation for Michelle with her mother’s support
in urgently flying Charlie to Adelaide for treatment
which saved his life as well. He has now had his first
operation with the skills of Professor David and his
surgical team who are committed g

to the task of changing lives. %

Michelle has set up several sites to -
facilitate a support group:

Facebook: can be found under
Cranio Facial Support Group

B Twitter: CranioSupport

(0c wish ll our Supporters, Sponsors and Readers
HmostJogous Christmas and Huppgnzw Year

Passing on the Baton

*Mum. Why would you want to leave some of your money to a Charity?” The
question is a good one, and many of our younger generation cannot understand
why one should want to do this. The question about a bequest is easily answered:
"It's something | have been supporting for many years and | want my gift to keep
on giving after | am gone.” Sharing your passion with a grandchild is a great idea.

We encourage our readers to pass on the compassion you have for the work of the
Craniofacial Unit and how the Foundation supports patient care and medical
research through the sacrificial gifts of many in our community.

If you would like to know the benefits of a bequest, or need more information, please fill out the slip on the enclosed
envelope and we will forward the appropriate information and suggest wording for a will. We'd love to hear from you.






